Dear Monsieur Durand

I would like to take this opportunity to compliment you and your team on the spectacular show you staged for the European Championships at Haras de Jardy July 13th-- 18th 2010.

The centre was magnificent, steeped in history, immaculately maintained and a perfect venue for such a prestigious event. Your organizers’ colleagues and staff did a superb job ensuring the show ran like clockwork and coped admirably when the torrential rain halted proceedings.

I wish to commend your commentator who welcomed the children so enthusiastically and who gave the supporters and spectators clear scoring and interesting information in so many languages.

My personal joy was made possible by the inclusion of the "Children" category in which my grandson (aged 13years) was one of the riders representing Great Britain.  His double clear rounds in the Nation's Cup helped the team win Gold' Two days later and after a double of clears he reached the jump off of the Individual competition and finish a very creditable 4th on the brilliant young horse Cornelius Z produced by his father and mother. These were the proudest days of my life! Comparable only with the Grand Prix win by his grandfather Mike Saywell, my first husband, many years ago at La Baule.

The experience and opportunity you have given this young generation, children juniors and young riders is invaluable. It will motivate them to strive for greater understanding of sportsmanship and knowledge of horsemanship. Top level showjumping being their goal. How can they fail with role models like yourself and the brilliant Jappeloup, that I remember well?

Our gratitude too goes to your state for the funding from the National Centre for the Developement of Sport that helped to make this such a hospitable and successful event. Good Luck for the future.  

Yours sincerely 

 Kathryn Matthews.

